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II. Sources of College Information 
Respondents were asked several questions about the resources they used when deciding about college.  These
questions targeted specific areas such as the influence of others, importance of various resources, college 
visitation, and parental involvement with college preparation.  

High School Staff
High school staff is uniquely positioned to provide students with valuable information about college entrance
and financial aid requirements.  For first-generation students and students with low socio-economic 
backgrounds, high school staff may take on particular importance in the college-going process.  These students
are less likely to have family members who can provide them with knowledge about how to navigate the 
college admissions process.11 For some students, teachers, school counselors, and administrators are the most
valuable resource in their decision to attend college.  In fact, 72 percent of respondents noted that high school

staff was influential in their decision about college.  With such a high 
percentage of students feeling that high school staff members were 

influential in their decisions, it was encouraging to see that 85 percent
had spoken to a high school staff member about college entrance 
requirements and 87.7 percent about financial aid availability, as
shown in Table 8.  Some students may be reluctant to pursue college
because they do not know what is required to be admitted or to 
receive financial aid.  Simple interactions with teachers, counselors,
or administrators in which general college information is passed to
students can have a meaningful impact on whether they attend 
college, particularly for first-generation students.12 The GEAR UP
program helps to facilitate such interactions, as  evidenced by the
data in Table 8, which show that more than 95 percent of students
in GEAR UP schools had spoken to a high school staff member
about college entrance requirements, compared to only 78.6 percent
of students in comparison schools that do not participate in GEAR
UP.  Similar results were observed with regard to financial aid 
availability, with more than 96 percent of GEAR UP students 
reporting that they had spoken to a high school staff member about

the availability of financial aid.  Less than 84 percent of students in
comparison schools had spoken to a high school staff member about the

same topic.

Table 8

Spoken to by High School Staff

Topic of Discussion Statewide GEAR UP GEAR UP Comparison 
College entrance requirements 85.0% 95.5% 78.6%
Financial aid availability 87.7% 96.4% 83.7%

CFWV
There are numerous resources that students can utilize when researching college.  One resource, the College
Foundation of West Virginia (CFWV), was a primary focus this survey.  CFWV is a college readiness outreach
initiative aimed at helping students learn how to plan, apply, and pay for college.  CFWV provides a one-stop
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GEAR UP Success
More than 9 out of 10 

students in GEAR UP schools
have spoken to a high school
staff member about college
entrance requirements and
financial aid availability,
compared to 8 out of 10 
students in comparison

schools.

32





























































http://www.abet.org/


















http://www.bls.gov/oes/current/oes171011.htm#nat
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http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2015/01/235641.htm






http://www.bachelorstudies.com/universities/USA/FSU/
http://www.bachelorstudies.com/universities/USA/WVSU/














http://www.legis.state.wv.us/Bill_Text_HTML/2015_SESSIONS/RS/bills/SB439%20SUB1%20enr.pdf
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