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WHO WE ARE

West Virginia GEAR UP is a federal grant program that assists students
in “Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs.”

The Commission’s first GEAR UP project launched in 2008 and continued
through the 2014-2015 academic year. During the fall of 2014, the
Commission received its second GEAR UP grant. This grant served more
than 15,000 students through the spring of 2021.

In September 2021, the Commission was granted a third award, which
aims to serve more than 17,000 students across Boone, Clay, Lincoln,
Logan, Mason, Mingo, Nicholas, Roane, Wayne, Webster and Wirt
counties by 2028. In the grant’s third year, West Virginia GEAR UP
served more than 7,400 students in the 8th, 9th, and 12th grades, and
provided first-year postsecondary services and statewide services.
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