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Legislative Interims
Joint Standing Committee on Education
Financial Aid Modernization

September 8, 2025
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Challenge
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We’ve worked to get the answers.
• High School Students
• WVHEPC / WVCTCS Data
• Applicants/Recipients of Promise/Invests
• High School Counselors & Financial Aid Staff
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High School Opinion Survey

Students not planning to 
attend college 2024-2025

All respondents
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69% qualify for HEGP

Household salary of $100,000/yr
Two teachers

WVHEPC / WVCTCS Data
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n = 224 responses

Applicants/Recipients of Promise/Invests
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Students would like additional resources available 
and streamlined processes, including those with 
FAFSA

2024 State Financial Aid Analysis2024 – 2025 State Financial Aid Analysis2025 Student Survey Analysis

n = 227 responses
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High School Counselors & Financial Aid Staff

2024 State Financial Aid Analysis2024 – 2025 State Financial Aid Analysis2025 Student Survey Analysis

• Students are unclear about what they are eligible for, and the requirements of each 
program should they receive an award. 
• Specific example: Invests Program Drug Testing 

• Timing – within 60 days of start
• Cost – $45 
• Results – .45% test positive (‘25-’26) / .46% (‘24 – ’25)

• Students say they would like a single source/application where they can get all 
relevant information in simple language and be able to track application progress.
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WV Financial Aid Overview
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Opportunity: 
Create meaningful change in program requirements
Create a new financial aid system that makes it 
easier to:
 -Find resources/information
 -Apply 
 -Track status
 -Follow requirements
 -Begin next steps

We are ready to make improvements.
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